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POLICY COMMITTEE
KANKAKEE AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY (K.A.T.S.)

METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION (M.P.O.)
MINUTES

OCTOBER 27, 2004

POLICY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mayor Latham Bourbonnais
Mayor Grimsley Aroma Park
Mr. Piekarczyk Representing Kankakee County
Mr. John Kos Illinois Department of Transportation
Mr. Best River Valley METRO Mass Transit District
Mayor Balthazor Bradley
Mr. Tyson Representing Kankakee

OTHERS PRESENT:
Mr. Van Mill, Mr. Lammey, and Mr. Skimerhorn, Kankakee County; Mr. Paukovitz and Ms.
Durbin, IDOT; Mr. Donovan, FHWA; Mr. Mayes, Bradley; Mr. Hoffmann, METRO; and Mr.
Morgan, Daily Journal.

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Grimsley called the meeting to order at 11:01 A.M.

MINUTES
Mr. Piekarczyk moved that the June 23, 2004 Minutes be approved, and Mayor Latham
seconded. Unanimous vote.

AGENDA
Mr. Piekarczyk moved approval of the Agenda, and Mayor Latham seconded.  Unanimous vote.
 Mr. Piekarczyk stated that every Policy Committee Agenda in the future would have
“Amendments to the Transportation Improvement Program” as an Agenda item, in order to
maintain compliance with the Open Meetings Act.  He stated that if a member of the Policy
Committee wished an item to be placed on the Agenda, they should notify the Planning
Department staff at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting.

LONG-RANGE PLAN
Mr. Piekarczyk stated that the Technical Advisory Committee had reviewed the Long-Range
Plan, and with four amendments, recommends it to the Policy Committee for adoption.  Mr.
Piekarczyk moved adoption of the Long-Range Plan, and Mr. Tyson seconded.  Unanimous vote.

COMMUTER RAIL FEASIBILITY STUDY
Mr. Van Mill stated that the Feasibility Study for the extension of Commuter Rail service into
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Kankakee County had produced a Draft Report, which was being reviewed by the member
agencies of the Commuter Rail Task Force.  He stated that comments on the Draft Report were
being received until November 19, and that the next meeting of the Task Force would be on
December 14, in Peotone.
Mr. Van Mill stated that the conclusions of the report were that the extension was feasible, in
either of two alternatives.  The Minimum Operable Segment (MOS) alternative would end in
Manteno.  The Full Build Out (FBO) alternative would end at Exit 308 in Kankakee.

LOWE ROAD UPDATE
Mr. Tyson stated that the project is in design into 2005, with a target for construction in 2006. 
Chairman Grimsley asked if the signalization project at Lowe and Illinois Route 17 was still on
target, and Mr. Paukovitz stated that a quick take court hearing is scheduled for November 23. 
 
METRO REPORT
Mr. Best stated that ridership is up some 6%, and showed a conceptual drawing of the proposed
transfer center in downtown Kankakee.  He also reviewed the proposed SB 2179, which would
fund METRO at levels to support full implementation of the initial planned service.    

SHOWBUS REPORT
Mr. Van Mill stated that there was no report. 

IDOT REPORT
Mr. Paukovitz introduced Mr. Kos, the new District Engineer.  R. Paukovitz gave the report
attached to these Minutes.

LAND USE/TRANSPORTATION STUDY
Mr. Van Mill stated that the study is on track for a September 2005 finish, and that the next step
would be the development of three alternative scenarios of growth for local officials to review.

COMMUTER RAIL FEASIBILITY STUDY
Mr. Lammey stated that the study is ahead of schedule, and that a final report is expected during
September. 

NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING
Mr. Lammey stated that a schedule of meeting dates for 2005 would be mailed sometime in
November.     

ADJOURNMENT:  Mr. Piekarczyk moved adjournment, and Mayor Balthazor seconded. 
Unanimous vote.  Chairman Grimsley adjourned the meeting at 11:36 A.M.
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